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Doughtie, the chairman and CEO of the 

Big Four firm, which amassed a stunning 

number of partnerships and alliances over 

the course of 2018 (see “Firm Highlights,” 

page 34). “This strategy allows us to lever-

age new technologies and resources to 

deliver the high-quality service and con-

temporary solutions our clients have come 

to expect.”

“Wipfli will continue to grow through 

mergers and acquisitions in 2019 — look-

ing for opportunities in new geographies 

as well as expanding our leadership in new 

and existing industries,” reported manag-

ing partner Rick Dreher, though he added 

that the Milwaukee-based firm will also 

“focus on helping our clients navigate their 

changing industry landscape, primarily 

through our value-added consulting solu-

tions and by more efficiently delivering our 

core services.”

ROOM FOR MORE?
Specialization, advisory services and M&A 

may have been the most common, but 

they certainly weren’t the only strategies 

on display.

Alabama-based Warren Averett plans 

to “deepen existing relationships by help-

ing clients solve needs beyond traditional 

accounting,” according to CEO Mary El-

liott, who cited “Warren Averett 360” — a 

client-centered approach to understand-

ing and addressing client needs — as an 

example. The firm will also be pursuing 

new clients in strategic niches, and looking 

at strategic mergers and lateral hires.

Clients are central for New York-based 

PKF O’Connor Davies, as well. “The most 

important factor as we continue to build 

the firm is maintaining an unmatched fo-

cus on client value and providing the best 

client experience possible,” said managing 

partner Kevin Keane. “That is why we con-

tinue to invest in infrastructure to support 

ongoing growth without sacrificing client 

top tax firms

THE TOP TAX FIRMS
   Rev. % 
   from tax from  Total %  Total 
Firm Headquarters Chief executive ($mn) tax revenue chg. Offices staff

Ernst & Young§  New York City Kelly Grier 3,920.00 28 14,000.00 7.69 82 45,300
PwC§  New York City Tim Ryan 3,850.00 25 15,400.00 5.26 94 54,000

Deloitte§ New York City Cathy Engelbert 3,382.49 17 19,897.00 7.26 120 94,637
H&R BlockP1 Kansas City, Mo. Jeff Jones 3,096.73 98 3,159.93 4.07 9,981 90,700

KPMG2 New York City Lynne Doughtie 2,648.80 28 9,460.00 5.58 101 35,736
RSM US2 Chicago Joe Adams 771.02 36 2,141.72 8.23 85 9,670

Ryan* Dallas G. Brint Ryan 515.00 100 515.00 14.24 57 1,661
BDO USA Chicago Wayne Berson 499.80 34 1,470.00 4.26 61 6,592

Grant Thornton Chicago J. Michael McGuire 484.96 26 1,865.22 6.53 58 8,556
CLA NA Denny Schleper 324.36 34 954.00 10.29 110 5,521

Andersen Tax San Francisco Mark Vorsatz 281.00 100 281.00 13.77 19 1,063
Moss Adams Seattle Chris Schmidt 255.67 37 691.00 19.76 27 3,076

Crowe Chicago Jim Powers 249.45 27 923.90 9.04 34 4,510
CBIZ & MHM Cleveland C. Spurio/ A. Burczyk 211.93 27 784.91 9.23 91 3,876

Marcum New York City Jeffrey Weiner 192.41 35 549.75 17.09 26 1,784
CohnReznick New York City Frank Longobardi 187.05 29 645.00 4.71 25 2,659

BKD Springfield, Mo. Theodore Dickman 178.39 30 594.62 5.36 36 2,611
Liberty Tax Inc. Virginia Beach, Va. Nicole Ossenfort 174.90 100 174.90 0.52 3,600 NA

Baker Tilly Chicago Alan Whitman 173.52 30 578.40 5.82 27 2,901
EisnerAmper New York City Charles Weinstein 155.10 43 360.70 2.30 17 1,401

Plante Moran Southfield, Mich. James Proppe 141.07 26 542.58 4.17 22 2,495
Carr, Riggs & Ingram Enterprise, Ala. William Carr 134.63 44 305.97 6.93 30 1,975

Dixon Hughes Goodman Charlotte, N.C. Matt Snow 129.00 30 430.00 6.44 29 2,001
Eide Bailly Fargo, N.D. Dave Stende 125.66 42 299.20 11.06 32 2,044

Citrin Coopeman & Co. New York City Joel Cooperman 121.50 45 270.00 11.57 10 1,045
Holthouse Carlin & Van Trigt W. Los Angeles, Calif. Philip Holthouse 115.50 77 150.00 10.29 11 580

Wipfli Milwaukee Rick Dreher 103.55 32 323.60 14.63 48 1,819

Notes:  § Gross revenue        P Figures compiled from public company reports.        NA Not available/applicable       * Firm estimate 
1 Staff figures include seasonal workers.     2 Reported fee split as dollar amount (given here) and percentage.    For other notes, see pages 18-21.
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